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your blindness. You must be mightily bewitched
and prepossessed in his favour, to deny to us the
incidents of this day.
QRGON. I am your servant, and judge by ap-
pearances, I know your indulgence for my rascal
of a son, and you were afraid of disowning the
trick which he wished to play on the poor fellow.
But, after all, you took it too quietly to be be-
lieved ; and you ought to have appeared somewhat
more upset*
ELMIRE. Is our honour to bridle up so strongly
at the simple avowal of an amorous transport,
and can there be no reply to aught that touches
it, without fury in our eyes and invectives in our
mouth? As for me, I simply laugh at such talk;
and the noise made about it by no means pleases
me* I love to show my discreetness quietly, and
I am not at all like those savage prudes, whose
honour is armed with claws and teeth, and who
at the least word would scratch people's faces.
Heaven preserve me from such good behaviour!
I prefer a virtue that is not diabolical, and believe
that a discreet and cold denial is no less effective
in repelling a lover,
QRGON. In short, I know the whole affair, and
irfll not be imposed upon.
ELMIRE. Once more, I wonder at your strange
weakness; but what would your unbelief answer
if I were to show you that you had been told the
tmtk.